Epiglottic tuberculosis without pulmonary involvement is an uncommon disease that has rarely been described in Korea. We report here a case of a 36 year-old man with a recurrent tuberculosis abscess in his thigh. He had been treated with steroids for systemic lupus erythematosus, and he suffered from recurrent tuberculosis abscess in the thigh where he had received total hip replacement arthroplasty. When inducing general anesthesia for incision and drainage, we noticed a destroyed epiglottis. After consultation with an otolaryngologist, we concluded that the patient has had epiglottic tuberculosis and precautions against tuberculosis infection were taken. The surgery ended without event. The patient recovered safely and was transferred from the operating room directly to the general ward. In this paper, we also discussed the epiglottic tuberculosis and precautions that were taken to prevent tuberculosis infection of the healthcare workers in the operating theater. 
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The percentages in parentheses indicate the minimum allowable laboratory filter efficiency value when challenged with 0.3 μm particles. 
